
PB: Can I have this? 
FG: You can have that one. 
JR: They say he’s trying to escape? 
PB: That was his brother. And then they put… 
JR: This was when? This was when? 
PB: When you were in the county jail? That’s when it was written, but… When 
they were in the county jail – going for their trial… 
JR: OK. Well here’s…  
FG: This… the assistant warden here…Specks… 
JR: Oh, he wrote this? 
FG: This one? The assistant warden there, did. Tallahassee told him… give him 
an interpreter. He’s Deaf. And he refused. 
PB: Give him a what? 
FG: Give me an interpreter.  
PB: And he refused? 
FG: He refused. On paper. 
PB: Tallahassee told him to? OK.   
FG: These – I’m not supposed to have. Tallahassee only. It’s for the classification 
file, only. And they told him – give him an interpreter.  This paper… when they 
steal my property… I wanted to mail it home. And they destroyed it. 
JR: Put that in the folder. PB: I am. 
FG: I filed. I filed. Twenty seven grievances. And they answered none.  
PB: Felix? You have had approval…  
FG: Yes. 
PB: …for a good adjustment transfer?  
FG: Yes! 
PB: Don’t flub it up.  
FG: How? The people come. The people come. And they steal all my clothes. 
PB: No. What I meant was, in filing…  
FG: What? 
PB: …not to file to much, because… 
FG: Yes! 
PB: I want… I will talk to your classification officer… to see you get sent… soon.  
FG: I asked. I sit here… because they say… you have a mental problem. And I 
told the psychiatrist… I said – what’s my problem? I asked the psychiatrist, the 
head psychiatrist – what’s my problem? He said – you don’t have a problem. I 
said – do I need medication? He said – no. I said – then why am I here? He says  
– I don’t know. They said – you have a problem. I said – I’m here, why?  
PB: OK. What I’m trying to say is… don’t agitate them anymore with grievances.  
‘Cause I’m going to see about getting you transferred to Tomoka.  
FG: Tomoka. 
PB: …because for your interpreter problem. 
FG: That’s right. Tomoka – they have interpreters. Every day. They have a lot of 
Deaf people there. I have friends there. They’re Deaf. We help each other. 
There’s no problems. Nothing. They’re really strict… more strict than here. But 
it’s better for the Deaf.  



JR: Felix? I want to change the subject for a moment…  
PB: Yes. FG: Change the subject?  
PB: We’re going to change subjects.  
FG: Change the subject… that’s yours. 
JR: Every day… what do you do… all day long? What time do you get up… in 
the morning?  
FG: I wake up when the lights come on. I’m up. I must. JR: What time? 
FG: At 5:00 in the morning. Five o’clock. The lights come on. I’m up. I’m up. I 
must. I must protect myself. I must. I make my bed… I clean my room… and then 
my roommate goes to school for his G.E.D. I help him. We get up. Before he 
goes to school – we study. First, we study the Bible. For one hour. At 5:00 we get 
up. And then we brush our teeth. And then we study the Bible for an hour. And 
then at 6:00, we stop. And then we study for the G.E.D. I help him because he 
goes to school. And for one hour.  Then at 7:00 we go eat breakfast. And then 
we come back. From seven to eight-thirty… is the count. We have lock-down. An 
officer comes… in 5 minutes, but we’re still locked down… for an hour and a half. 
But the officer comes… and we can’t get off the beds. But I get off. And I help 
him study… the Bible.  I help him. And for his G.E.D.  
JR: What? 
PB: He studies the Bible and he’s helping his roommate get his G.E.D. JR: Yes, I 
know that. But after that? After… he was saying what he did afterwards. 
FG: I don’t understand. 
PB: After you come back…? 
FG: Yes, we come back… and we’re in lock-down. For one hour and a half.  
JR: Yes. Then what? 
FG: We can’t get off the beds. But… My… me and my roommate – we get off the 
beds and… and we study for his G.E.D. because he goes to school.  
PB: OK. You have free time? 
FG: In the room. I’m stuck in the room. Yes. For one hour and a half.  
PB: After you eat? 
FG: At 8:30. And now… my roommate goes to school, and I’m alone.  
PB: When his room-partner’s in school, he’s alone. 
FG: Yes. 
JR: For how long? 
FG: All… 
PB: All day? 
FG: Yes. 8:30 until 11 o’clock. And 11 o’clock. I am stuck by myself. The door is 
locked open. And so what do I do? I clean my room… and I keep busy. If I sit 
down… I’m tired. I go to sleep. And I can’t do that. I can’t. In my dorm, now… 
they steal from people. They rape people. They rob people. I tell you now… it will 
not happen to me again. I see them coming… I protect myself. Every day! I can’t! 
That rape will not happen.  
PB: So when you’re locked in your room… 
FG: I’m locked in my room… 
PB: …for an hour and a half – then the door is open… 
FG: It’s locked open. 



PB: And the door remains open? 
FG: Yes. ‘Till 11 o’clock.  
PB: And that time… that’s when you’re in danger? 
FG: Yes. You’re in danger.  The officer will force you. If… if they call for the yard. 
If they call for the yard. 
JR: In the afternoon… what do you do? 
FG: Afternoon? In the afternoon? 
PB: After lunch? 
FG: After lunch… from… let’s see. The count is clear at 12… from 12 to 3… the 
door’s locked open. I’m stuck again. 
JR: What do you do?  
FG: I clean. I clean. And I can’t sleep. I can’t sleep.  
JR: No education? No school? No school? 
FG: No. No ever. Never. No. Never.  
JR: Can you watch TV?  
FG: No. JR: No TV? FG: Nothing. 
JR: Radio? 
FG: Radio? How? (Laughs) Well, I had a special radio – but they took it. I have 
nothing. Nothing. 
JR: Are there special radios? 
PB: Oh, yeah.  
FG: I had one. I don’t hear the words. I listen to the music. I like the music. It 
helps me relax. And I can’t relax. JR: What helps you relax?  
FG: Listening to the music. Before, I had a radio. Before, I went to school. I went 
to vocational. Now I have nothing. There’s nothing.  
JR: Do you read? Do you read? 
FG: I read my Bible. That’s it. 
JR: Do you read books? What books do you read? 
FG: The Bible. That’s it.  
JR: Do you read anything else?  
FG: Just the Bible. I have a course. 
PB: He has a Bible course, but I just got him enrolled. 
JR: Well what kind of… how does he do that? 
FG: I have a Bible course. 
PB: It’s a correspondence Bible course… I got them to send. 
FG: Unh huh. See… the certificate. Certificate. Certificate. Certificate. 
JR: Hold it up. Let me get a print of this. 
FG: That one? This one.  
JR: Right. 
FG: And I got this one. I just got this one. 
JR: Very good.  
FG: And I got this one.  
JR: Excellent. 
FG: This one? I was a coach for football, at the other camp. I was the coach. I 
won first place. I got a certificate. And this one… 
JR: Oh! Great! 



FG: And this one. Look. This one? I never went to the program. I never went to 
that program. They give me this.  
PB: What financial management! 
FG: They give me this. I never went to the program. Why? To show that I go to 
the program. But where’s my signature?  
JR: They want to show…  
FG: They make it look like I went to the program. 
JR: It makes them look good.  
FG: Yes! Right! (Laughs) I get this and I say – what’s that? How’s that? I just do 
the Bible. I do the Bible. All day – every day. I do 5 or 6 courses. All day – every 
day. I’m busy. I can’t sleep. If I go to sleep – people will come in. I can’t do that. 
That’s why I lose weight. See how skinny I am, now?  
PB: So, when you have that free time… 
FG: Free time… 
PB: All you do is just sit? And you read your Bible?  
FG: Yes. 
PB: And you do your correspondence? 
FG: Yes. Well, before… I had other Deaf people around… 
PB: Oh! You had other Deaf people around, before. 
FG: Yes. We had a big group.  
PB: But here, you have none. 
FG: No. I’m alone now. 
PB: So, you have nobody to sit around and talk with. 
FG: No. There’s nobody. Nobody.  
JR: OK. Now. Tomorrow… we are coming back. To talk to you. Tomorrow. FG: 
Talk to me more. Unh huh. 
JR: Because our time is up. 
FG: Yes. We’re finished.  
JR: OK. But tomorrow, we will talk about your case.  
FG: Case. OK. 
JR: And anything else you want to talk about. You… go back… and you write on 
a piece of paper… 
FG: Unh huh. To my dorm. 
JR: …things you want to talk about.  
FG: OK. OK. Thank you. 
PB: Do you want to know anything about his family?  
JR: Tomorrow.  
PB: He will also talk to you about your relationship…  
FG: Talk to me? 
PB: …with your family. 
FG: Oh. Oh.  
PB: Just some specific instances that happened. 
FG: OK. Yeah. 
PB: Felix. I would like to visit with you… this time. But I’m not because of this 
situation.  
FG: Yes. 



PB: I don’t want them to put two and two together. 
FG: I understand.  
PB: So we’ll talk on the phone – and by letter. Next year… If you’re not – you 
may be out – but if not… I’ll see you here. Or Tomoka. 
FG: OK.  
JR: How do you feel now? Would you commit suicide now? 
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