
May has been a busy month at DeafInPrison.com. Here is a list of the
posts and articles we've put up since the beginning of the month. On
may 1st, I posted and article from About.com, entitled Deaf Prisoners -
When Deaf people are in prison. Mark Ehrlichmann leads a 2-hour
Bible study at an unidentified prison. In this article, he discusses
some of his observations of the treatment of Deaf inmates.

On May 4th, JoanneGreenberg and I collaborated on a
PDF about the overuse of drugs to control Deaf and
mentally ill inmates. It was called Behavioral Control.

“Prison has become a substitute for the now empty
mental hospital and many deaf people who would have
been in such hospitals are now in the prison system and
being drugged to the eyes to prevent, or as punishment
for, violence against themselves or others.”

We added a new page - Bliss - 2 - in order to better facilitate Pat Bliss's chronicling of the Felix
Garcia case. Ms. Bliss is the paralegal who has worked extensively on freeing this innocent man.
She's a wealth of information about the trial and about Felix himself.

Pat Bliss also posted
on may 6th. She
offered up one of our
inmate letters - and
this one is one of the
most moving things
I've ever read.

The article can be found at
http://deafinprison.wordpress
.com/2012/05/06/inmate-
letter/
It's really worth the read.

May 6th was also the day we re-blogged an interesting video from the NYT, about a production of
the Biblical Passion Play, as presented by inmates of Louisiana's dreaded Angola.

Not all stories published in
DeafInPrison.com are bleak and tragic.
We put up another inmate letter on May
12th, called A Radio for the Deaf. It's
about Felix Garcia’s receipt of a new
hearing aid and radio that he can now
use to listen to Christian programming.

The Deaf inmate from California, who wrote the letter we posted on the
6th, wrote again to Pat Bliss, and we published that follow-up on the 15th.
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We’ve been developing some great relationships
with some wonderful Web sites and Blogs.

On may 18th, I reblogged a story from
PrisonMovement’sWeblog

This is an article about mentally ill inmates suing to
be taken out of Solitary Confinement. Here’s

the link:
PMW’s Reblog

On the 21st, we posted a Bureau of Justice Statistics report on sexual victimization as reported by
former state inmates. It’s also in PDF format.

Pat Bliss and I collaborated on an editorial piece dated 5/24, about Felix Garcia’s time in jail as he
awaited trial. She provided the medical and legal facts, whereas I added some melodrama.

JeanFAndrews posted a
wonderful interview with
Jesse Doiron, about his
work forming book clubs

behind bars. The article is
dated May 29th.

Pat Bliss has probably spent
more time in jails and prisons
than many of the inmates she
works to secure release for.

The final post for the month of
May is a piece she wrote
about those experiences.

The title of the article is County
Jails vs. Prison from a Paralegal
Perspective.

It’s an informative and entertaining
read.

Well, that’s pretty much it for this month. Coming up in June will be an interview I did on
CrimeDime.com, More inmate letters, and some videos. I’m working on adding to our contributors’
private pages, and I have a few interviews lined up with members of the Corrections community.
Sort of a view from the other side of the bars perspective.

I hope you enjoy our work at DeafInPrison.com, and keep coming back regularly, as we are
constantly growing and striving to bring you the latest in the world of Deaf inmates in the American
penal system.
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