
FG: I was raped, and raped and raped. I feel so bad. 
PB: No… no… you’re… you’re… you’re now living in fear, because of the rape. 
Is that correct? 
Because of now. Before I was not scared or anything. I would fight… I would 
stand up. But now… 
Down South – I get visitors. Down South. My family comes. I can talk with them. 
To Deaf people… you know – hearing people… if they have a problem… they 
pick up the phone. They dial 8-7-7-4 or 8-7-7-something. And they yell – help! 
What do the Deaf people do? Nothing. We can’t use the phone. 
But – until they take you to that special phone. 
I can’t dial 8-7-7. We can’t dial. For emergency. We can’t. 
Oh! You can’t dial for an emergency.  
No. I can’t talk to the officers. 
The others – if it’s an emergency – has access to the phone? 
You grab the phone. 
But you can’t. 
No. We can’t. We can’t dial 8-7-7. We can’t. Yeah! It’s against the law. How are 
we supposed to do it? And now… the officers – they come. A lot of officers… 
Woo. It’s not nice.  
JR: Now look. The guards can come in the door… can other people come in the 
door? Can you ask him that? 
OK. When you’re in your cell… 
Officers come in the room? 
Is any other people allowed to open that door – besides the officers?  
OK. When the door opens – the door must be locked open. All day. 
So, it’s locked open all day. 
Open. I can’t… if something happens…I can’t cut it… I can’t pull it shut. I can’t. 
I’m stuck. 
So you’re vulnerable. 
Other people – they’re walking around… they’re watching. They’re watching the 
officers. And they’re watching me. They’re waiting for an opportunity. They’re 
waiting for an opportunity. And they talk to the hearing people. They say – the 
officer’s not watching. And I’m standing there – and they’re watching for me… 
and they come in an they rob – and they beat… and it’s extortion. (Sighs) It’s 
bad. 
Oh yeah. They’ll extort you. 
Yeah. They take your clothes. They take my clothes. And they say – you want 
your clothes back? You pay me.  
Do they know that you were raped? 
Yes. 
So do they pick on you – because you were raped?  
Yes. Now… now, it’s worse. Because they know that. Now it’s worse. 
Because he didn’t beat them up… and he didn’t – you know – defend his honor. 
And all that sort of stuff. 
I want to go home. I do right and try to stay good. Stay out of problems. But 
now… the problems are coming. Because they know… They say – ahh. He got 



beaten. And he didn’t do anything. He wants to go home. He can’t fight back. 
He’s trying to go home. They know that. And so, I’m stuck. We’re stuck. The 
people who are trying to go home? We’re stuck.  
Felix? How do they know? How did they find out?  
They tell the prisoners. The officers tell the others. I never told any prisoner. 
Never. I go in… and I tell… my dorm person. And he calls the investigator… the 
investigator comes in – he says… we control this.  
Ask him what kind of rape it was… or is that too much?  
Felix? This subject of rape is really big. So… was it… what kind of rape?  
Oh. 
In the back? 
Yes… yes… yes – twice. One person was holding me around the neck… the 
other person came in… and at first – I thought he was coming in to help me. But 
he’s not. He came in… it was dark. There’s no lights. It was in the shower. The 
whole shower. There’s no light. And it’s just like this. And I went into the back of 
the shower, by myself.  And the door closes… and I try to shower. I try to get in 
and out – fast. And the officer never walks back and forth. Prisoners control it. 
Prisoners control it. Don’t believe it! The officers say – we control it. But, no… the 
officers tell the prisoners. They say – go in there. I got a problem with him. Fix 
that for me. I swear. God be my witness. They tell the prisoners – go in there and 
fix that problem for me. Yeah. 
Were there two people involved in this rape?  
Were there two men involved in this rape? 
Two. Black. Both of them, Black. Yeah, they were holding me. I could see the 
Black arm holding me around the neck. And the other one came in… 
So, they both – they both – raped you? 
Yes. Both. Yes. 
Now, did you tell any officer? 
Not there. I was too scared. I stayed 4 days – in my room. I didn’t come out to eat 
or anything. I just layed there. I was scared. My mouth got a big bruise – it was 
black and blue. Because I got beat up. There was blood. And it was swollen – out 
to here. And it was blue. For four days – and then the fifth day – I’m not sure… 
They told me I was getting transferred. And I thought – oh, thank God. So they 
put me on the bus. They took me to the other place – it was worse, there.  I tried 
and tried to get a phone… for the Deaf – because the hearing people have a 
phone. They put me in the “K” dorm. The Deaf phone is in “L” dorm. They know 
I’m Deaf. They put me over here. Why? So I came out. I said – I need to use the 
phone. Something happened to me. I need to use the phone. They said – no! 
Leave my dorm! He gave me plastic gloves – the officer… and I wanted to file a 
grievance. I said – I need help. And they refused. And for one week – I had no 
phone or anything. Then they sent me back. And I thought I was going back 
because I complained. That’s what I think. So now I’m thinking… forget this. I’m 
thinking, now. Never before, was I thinking about hanging myself. Now, it’s all the 
time. I said – I need to end this. All the time…  
Did you know who did it? Did you see the men that did it?  
I saw one. 



Could you identify him? 
Oh yeah. I told the investigator. You give me the pictures of all the people there. 
I’ll show you who that man was.  
Did you do that? 
I told the investigator. He said… Ahhhh… no.  
He told who? 
Well, they denied it, right? 
They didn’t show me the pictures or anything. 
They did not show you any pictures? 
Nothing. No. They refused to show me the pictures. I don’t know the names. I 
said – you show me the pictures… of the people up there… and I’ll show you the 
person who did that.  
But they would not show you the pictures?  
No. 
The pictures to identify who did it? 
Right. Right. 
The two Black men. 
Yeah, but who is “they?” 
“They” are the officers.  
The investigator. At the West Unit. RNC West Unit. The investigator. 
Who refused to interview you? Officers? 
No. The investigator. Yeah. The prison investigator.  
Oh! Prison investigator!  
Yes. 
OK. I talked – I talked to him. 
Yes! Yes! That same person! Yes! That same person. You talked to him. Yeah.  
OK. And he refused? 
Refused. 
To show you the pictures? 
To show me the pictures. 
So you could identify? 
Yes.  
What and investigator!  
Wha! 
So… did you ever see those men, again? 
Yes. They sent me back. To Putnam.  
Did they make any excuse about the pictures? 
Oh, yeah. I told the officer… I said – I can’t be here. The first day… I arrived… 
back at the camp. I ran to the psychologist. And I said – I need help! I need help! 
I can’t be here! The people are here who hurt me. I need help. They said – nah. 
Can’t help you. And they put me in confinement. They strip-searched me and told 
me… they said – we’re going to beat your ass. They sent me there. I was scared. 
They said – we’re going to put you in the “F” dorm. They leave me in open 
population. And I have to go to the shower. With the same people. Same people! 
I came out. The first day. I came out and I saw him. Well… I went to the 
psychologist – I said… I can’t be here. The psychologist who lives here. I said – 



he’s here! He’s here! I saw him today! He called the investigator. He said – do 
you need to move him? The investigator refused… he said – no. Keep him there. 
During this time… during this time… did any officer… hit you?  
They took me to confinement. I went to RMC – again. And I ran to the 
psychologist. He’s nice. He has a beard. And he helped me. He tries to help me. 
So, I ran to his office. And I said – I saw him. I see him. He said – what 
happened? And I said – the people are here. And an officer came and got me. 
And he said – don’t talk to him.  
But did any officer hit you?  
Yes. They grabbed me. They took me to confinement. And it’s very small. It’s like 
this. The bars. You have to stand up – only. You have to stand up. Only. 
Because of the bars. They reached through the bars, and they grabbed me. And 
they say – shut up! Shut up!  
The officers did this? 
Yes. The officers. They grabbed me and pulled me. I hit my face. On the bars. An 
officer comes. He says – you! You! I say – officer! There’s a video! You’re on 
video! I said – you’re on video. You can’t do that. You’re on video. He says – we 
control this. Shut up. You can… we’re going to put you back in the dorm. Now – 
shut up.  
Are they so… why did they do that? 
Because I fought in court. A lawsuit. Only the people…  
Where did he file? 
Are you talking about the Federal lawsuit?  
Yes. 
Yes. Yes. Before.  
These other officers… 
Yes. They know. They know. Everywhere you go. They say it. 
This is a Federal lawsuit that I told you about – that’s in court. It was filed about a 
year and a half ago. And it’s gone now, for class action. And his name is the 
primary name on  the lawsuit. And D.O.C. is named as the defendant.  
These are my lawyers. 
I’ve got the paperwork.  
Ok.  
Did… did they ever use… do any… did the officers ever use gas? Against you? 
Never. 
Never? 
Before? They tried. They pulled the pin. And I thought they were going to use it. I 
jumped under the bed – and I ran off… Other Deaf people? Oh, yes. When the 
Deaf people talk… our voices are loud. How are they going to make us shut up? 
So they spray us in the face. It goes down your throat. And then you can’t yell. 
That’s how they get us to shut up.  
But they did not do that to you?  
FG: No. No gas on me. No.  They grabbed my shirt and pulled me. And my face 
hits the bars. And they put me in the… in the doors… and they lock… you in 
handcuffs. And my face hits the doors. Yeah. They do that. Yes.  A lot. Yes.  
JR: After the rape… afterwards… after the rape… did the officers pick on you?  



Yes. A lot. I’ll show you. A lot. A lot. I got detail. I work. One day – I get one day. 
After the rape… they sent me off to San Marosa. My investigation officer… I work 
one day – he gives me one day. This paper… I’m not supposed to have it. This 
paper came out of my file. I tell you now – the officer gave me this paper. If you 
don’t Sign. The officer gave me this. This paper. The classification officer… I had 
worked 23 days. 23 days I worked. I got 23 days from the classification officer. 
Over there. He’s against me. Because I filed. He gave me these things. I don’t 
get out soon enough. They refused. I write to my brother. In San Marosa. He’s at 
the camp. I write my brother. And I told Ocaloosa – the same classification 
officer… he refused. Because he found out about the lawsuit. And he says… 
these two inmates… both, have a life sentence. You know it’s a lie. It says it right 
there. Both have life sentence. It says – his brother tried to escape. Got one year. 
It’s a lie. He says that.  
And you were punished for that?  
I was punished – and I never wrote him again. Never. I never wrote him again.  
Can I look at this?  
Yeah. 
That’s yours. I arrived here… One man… he tried to help me. When I first got 
here, he said what they do to me. What they do to me, here. At this camp.    
   
  
    
     
 
 


