
June at DeafInPrison.com
June 2nd: Our publisher, Joanne Greenberg, whose expertise is psychology, posted an

op-ed piece on the tragic loneliness faced by deaf inmates in

The Injustice of Lonliness as Punishment

 “The hardest part of being deaf and in prison may not be the rapes, the
missing of messages or the misunderstanding in general. It might be the
absence of other deaf people.”

June 5th:

We reblogged the interview I
did for CrimeDime which
they ran as a series. We are
deeply indebted to them for

the wonderful job they did in
working with us to expose
this issue to the public.
CrimeDime, you guys are
the greatest.

 “There is a plethora of problems faced by Deaf inmates, but perhaps the most significant is the
lack of communication. Deafness is more than a condition of being unable to hear – it is a
condition of being unable to communicate.”

Image: CrimeDime

June 7th: In the same manner, we jointly published the 2nd part of the interview - “How
Do Correctional Officers Treat Deaf Inmates?”

 “This is a very interesting question, because one of my goals with
DeafInPrison.com is to get some interviews with wardens and corrections
officers. Going by the stories I’ve gotten in some of our inmate letters – from
deaf inmates – the treatment is nothing other than abysmal.”

June 8th:

This oddly beautiful albeit disturbing
picture adorns Pat Bliss’s 2nd of
three Inmate Letters from a Deaf
prisoner in California.

 “Now, I have fought with this life in
prison. Life is sorrowful with other
inmates tricking me as inmates
wrote a request form to put me in
the hole (confinement) while I was
not knowing how they tricked me
locked me up for nothing.”

And of course, Pat Bliss has been working hard on her serialization of the Felix Garcia story. She’s
gotten as far as the details of the trial that led up to this innocent man, spending the bulk of his life
behind bars. As a paralegal, Pat has been working tirelessly to provide uncompensated advocacy
for this Deaf man - and others - imprisoned for crimes they didn’t commit. Furthermore, her unique
legal insights are a profound asset to DeafInPrison.com, where her writing - directly from the legal
standpoint - provides invaluable insight.

June 11th: Deaf In Prison: Prison Life and the Americans With Disabilities Act  is the third
installment of the interview on CrimeDime.

 “There are two major problems with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Primarily,
it is technically obsolete. The act predates the Internet, so it doesn’t provide for such
essential services as videophone interpreting.”
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June 11th also marked the 50th anniversary of the escape from Alcatraz. In celebration, I posted 4
Links. 1) the story of the escape. 2) a graphic slide show of the escape. Both from the New York
Times.  3) A story about solitary confinement from TruthOut. 4) AlterNet on jailing teenagers.

H.E.A.R.D. Joined Senator Dick Durbin in leading America’s first ever hearing
on the Constitutionality of solitary confinement. We posted the story, and in a
small way, shared in the excitement.

June 12th: . H.E.A.R.D. invited us to their teaching event in D.C. We are proud of the inclusion.

June 13th: This is the 4th and final installment of the CrimeDime series. Again, I can’t say enough
good about CrimeDime. They have been so supportive and helpful to us, and we
thank them wholeheartedly.

 “In addition to what we have discussed in the first three parts in this series, other
inmates often take advantage of the Deaf, for all the obvious reasons.”

June 18th:

Joanne Greenberg put out the call
to both inmates and officers in this
op-ed. “No, It’s Not Ideal.”

 “I would like to hear from deaf
inmates there, how things are
within the program. I would also like
to hear from guards, administrators
and other personnel, what their
experiences are with deaf inmates.”

June 19th:

Marsha Graham sent us a list of links, and we reblogged the story of Devontae Sanford from
PrisonMovement’s Weblog.

June 20th:

A poll! Here’s your opportunity to vote on how you think we’re doing on DeafInPrison.com. I also
added the ability for you to rate posts and there’s a permanent poll up on the top of our left side-
bar.

June 25th:

Here’s another Inmate Letter from
H.E.A.R.D.   “i very frustrate my life in
prison , alone 8 year no friend just avoid
of people ,i just keep cool my self…

June 27th:

Pat Bliss posted her 3rd in the series of
letters from the California inmate.

 “Inmates in prison are considered
nothing.”

June 28th:

Crossover Youth. Another reblog from CrimeDime. This fascinating article discusses how abused
youth grow up to be offenders. I found it remarkably similar to things I’ve learned about the Deaf.

June 30th: Here’s something I’m really proud of. “Felix In His Own Words
Part I.” This is the culmination of a massive effort on the part of
Pat Bliss, James Ridgeway, our wonderful interpreter and myself.
It will be published as a series of 15 minute segments.
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